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of the Tantrik symbols which demands to be refuted in the
public interest. This error is spread by persons who have seen
a little more than the mere name and are vaguely aware of the
worship accorded to the Divinity under the form of His own
consort, the Female Energy. There is little doubt that many
have persuaded themselves to suspect that under this
representation there lurks some vile suggestion, pandering to
man's sensual appetites, and that the figures seen clasped in
ecstatic union are really pornographical emblems.

I have read that in Peking there is a lama temple, resort of
many a tourist, where the vergers have tried to turn to profit
the propensity of Europeans to cherish such notions, by hanging
a curtain in front of those twofold figures, ready to be drawn
aside in return for a tip: by so doing, of course, they commit
grave sacrilege themselves, for, in the Tibetan view, the Father-
Mother pairs, as they are called, partake of a character of the
austerest purity.   In Sikkim  also, in one chapel sometimes
shown to English visitors, the custodian, this time from a com-
mendable desire to save sacred things from being blasphemed,
has curtained oft the Father-Mother picture*   Though the inten-
tion was good I incline to the view that the means were mis-
taken.   Anything savouring of mystery will only seem to lend
confirmation to the theory that there is something to hide.
Kather should a point be made of displaying the picture and
explaining its true purpose on every possible occasion.    The
trouble really arises from the rather prudish conventions preva-
lent in Europe itself, by which open reference is always avoided
to whatever is connected with the act of procreation, while it is
deemed utterly inconceivable that a visible portrayal thereof
could have a reverent purpose.   In the Orient the subject is
treated without reserve: it need not be mentioned in whispers
and its emblems seem the natural ones for associating with
the actively creative power in Nature.   As to those who so easily
fly to conclusions about the " indecency " of the " Father-
Mother " pictures, one is bound to say that such people reveal
nothing but the nastiness of their own minds.

I came across yet another case illustrating the need for
enlightenment on this subject, this time at a photographer's.
We were admiring some prints, also from Ladak, which showed
a series of Father-Mother.forms on a temple wall. The shop-
assistant, a Hindu, who by rights" should have known better,